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• A marriage matching M is a set of n (m, w) pairs whose members 
are selected from disjoint n-element sets Y and X in a one-one 
fashion, i.e., each man m from Y is paired with exactly one woman w 
from X and vice versa. 

• A pair (m, w), where m ∈ Y, w ∈ X, is said to be a blocking pair for a 
marriage matching M if man m and woman w are not matched in M 
but they prefer each other to their mates in M. 



• A marriage matching M is called stable if there is no blocking pair for 
it; otherwise, M is called unstable.

• The stable marriage problem is to find a stable marriage matching for 
men’s and women’s given preferences.
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